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Your Majesty most justly describes as a vulgar error: an
error venial in ignorant persons, but discreditable enough in
those who mislead them." His Parliamentary statement
earned him a telegram of royal gratitude :

" Think your speech quite excellent it should be printed by
itself as a valuable record of the subject."

Her " admiration of his very clear & able Speech " was
repeated by letter; and the Queen's confidence in his
devotion to the Throne survived all their later disagreements.

But the Queen was not the only member of the Royal
Family ; the Duke of Cambridge was Commander-in-Chief ;
and his peculiar position might be threatened by Mr. Card-
well's efforts to reform the Army. His royal cousin warned
her ministers that he had been " most ungratefully & un-
justly treated by a large portion of the Public who are totally
ignorant of Military Matters," and was assured by Gladstone
that the Duke's dignity would be safeguarded. A spiteful
question alleging some communication with German Head-
quarters was firmly handled, and the Queen telegraphed
approval of Gladstone's answer " which must have a good
effect for the future." Beyond the Channel, where the guns
had ceased, anarchy ruled Paris in the name of the Com-
mune ; but Mr. Gladstone gave a satisfactory answer about
the Republican activities of the dreaded Mr. Odger and was
rewarded by royal good wishes for his Easter holiday.

The Budget was impending now, and the Queen, who
sometimes had a sounder instinct for public feeling than her
ministers, expressed misgivings about Mr. Lowe's intended
tax on matches, which would " make no difference in the
consumption by the rich, but the poorer classes will be con-
stantly irritated by this increased expense and reminded of
the tax by the Government stamp on the box." Her
prophecy was quite correct; even Mr. Lowe's learned
witticism about " lucus a non lucendo " failed to commend
it; and the tax was ultimately dropped. The Army Bill
had thrown Conservatives into transports of opposition;